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THE NORTH AFRICAN FACTOR
IN EUROPEAN SECURITY

Since 2000, there have been frequent outbreaks of violent terrorist
incidents in many European countries, the reasons for which are both
external reasons of the deteriorating global security situation and internal
reasons of the development dilemma that European countries themselves
are caught in. Many European countries suffered from financial crisis,
economic development stagnated and social conflicts intensified. Of
particular concern is that these terrorist incidents in European countries
are closely linked to North African countries. The refugee flows since
2015 have exacerbated tensions between Europe and North Africa, putting
European security at great risk. Europe and North Africa have been
inextricably linked through time in terms of geographic location, historical
processes and physical developments. At present, security concerns of
European countries still exist, and if appropriate measures are not taken
to address them, these concerns will not disappear on their own and may
even continue to worsen if the global counterterrorism situation takes a
turn for the worse or the situation in Libya remains intractable, and I will
propose some solutions to this problem in this paper.

Keywords: North African, European security issues, refugee flow,
situation, Muslim.

Introduction

Over the past few years, there have been frequent outbreaks of violent terrorist
incidents in several European countries that have some connection to North
African countries. It can be argued that there is a North African dimension to the
European security problem, which is reflected in the following aspects: most of
the perpetrators are North Africans or descendants of North Africans; most of the
perpetrators have received training in North African countries; and North African
countries are a major conduit for terrorists to enter Europe.
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Europe and North Africa have been closely linked in the course of history.
Europe and North Africa are linked by real development interests, and the refugee
flows since 2015 have exacerbated the tensions between Europe and North Africa,
putting European security at great risk. These relationships affect European security
and why the North African factor is so important for European security. In this
paper, I will answer the following questions: What are the security challenges for
Europe originating from North Africa? Why have these challenges emerged? If
the North African factor gets out of control, what are the serious consequences
for Europe’s overall development? How can the countries of the European Union
cooperate and take joint action in order to defend European security?At the end
of this paper, [ will list a series of solutions through some research investigations.

Materials and methods

Case study method, comparative analysis, thinking method, content analysis,
qualitative analysis

Results and discussion

In the past five years, the majority of terrorist attacks in European countries
have been claimed by the Islamic State extremist group, and a small number of
them have been carried out by al-Qaeda. Most of the perpetrators were North
African members of the group or European members of North African origin. For
example, the terrorist attack in Nice, France, on July 14, 2016, in which nearly 100
people were killed, was perpetrated by a French citizen of Tunisian descent with
dual French and Tunisian citizenship. The majority of the suspects were Spanish
citizens of Moroccan descent. On August 18, 2017, a Moroccan refugee was the
main perpetrator of a knife attack in Turku, Finland.

In 2011, some Arab countries, including many North African countries, have
been in political turmoil, economic difficulties and deteriorating security situation.
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and other North African countries
are Mediterranean countries, a large number of migrants and refugees to enter
European countries through the Mediterranean Sea. According to the statistics
of the UNHCR report, in 2015, nearly one million refugees were smuggled to
Europe via the Mediterranean Sea. There are two main routes for refugees and
illegal migrants to enter Europe via the Mediterranean Sea: The Turkey-Greece
route and the Libya-Italy route.

Reasons for the North African factor in European security.

Europe and North Africa are geographically separated by sea. Undoubtedly,
due to geopolitical relations, North Africa has become an important factor
affecting the security of Europe. Due to their geographical advantage, more and
more refugees from Syria, Afghanistan and other West Asia and North Africa are
crossing the Mediterranean Sea and national borders to seek asylum in European
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countries, which offer more humane and better treatment to refugees and are
economically affluent. As a result, there are millions of refugees in Europe. In
the last two years, the deteriorating situation in West Asia and North Africa has
led to an increasing number of refugees fleeing to European countries on a large
scale and a sharp upward trend. In 2015, the number of refugees in Europe reached
1.325 million, an increase of 655,000 over 2014. It can be seen that it is of great
importance for Europe to control the passage of illegal refugees from North Africa
into Europe and to defend European security from the source.

In modern times, many North African countries became colonies of European
powers, it was not until the wave of national liberation in the 20th century that
they successively gained independence in the true sense. However, the long
colonial history had a profound impact on the development of the above-mentioned
countries after their independence in many ways. After the Second World War,
due to labor shortage in mainland Europe, the importation of labor from colonial
countries became an inevitable choice for European economic revival. In the late
20th and early 21st centuries, large numbers of Muslims immigrated to Western
Europe. By 2010, an estimated 44 million Muslims were living in Europe (6 %),
including an estimated 19 million in the EU (3.8 %). They are projected to comprise
8 % by 2030 . And nearly a quarter of them are located in France and Germany. The
arrival of a large number of Muslims is slowly changing the face of Europe, and
the so-called «Islamization of Europe» is becoming more and more pronounced,
as evidenced by the continuous waves of immigration and anti-immigration
across Europe. The emergence of large numbers of immigrants has brought with
it many real problems of social integration. In addition, some European scholars
have found that even those immigrants who are better integrated into European
society are caught in a «paradox of integrationy, that is, the better integrated the
Muslim immigrant families are with the mainstream European society, the more
their children are vulnerable to extremist ideology. These confused youths are
the most vulnerable to the influence and infiltration of extremist ideology, and
once they have the opportunity, extremist groups will spread extremist ideas and
recruit «jihadists» through the Internet and social media.

And as the Islamic State encountered a comprehensive siege, especially after
the group lost a large amount of territory in Syria and Iraq, a large number of
extremists moved to North Africa, waiting for an opportunity to enter European
countries to commit crimes in retaliation for the West’s crackdown on its
organization which is a major security risk around the Mediterranean.

The way out for European countries to deal with the North African factor

The counter-terrorism in European countries must start from the source,
both inside and outside, and the relevant countries cooperate fully and gradually.
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European governments should pay more attention to the issue of migrants and
refugees and develop and implement multifaceted programs. At the national level,
they should explore appropriate ways to provide employment opportunities and
living facilities for migrants and refugees to integrate into local society; at the
societal level, they should mobilize active participation from multiple parties and
fields, adopt an accepting attitude toward migrants and refugees, and keep a close
eye on them to deal with the first signs of radicalized groups as soon as they are
detected. Extremists use social networks as their main medium of propaganda
and communication, which requires the use of networks to find traces of potential
terrorists in order to facilitate preventive countermeasures.

European countries should invest more in North African countries in the midst
of chaos to help them recover and develop politically, economically, and in terms
of security. The North African countries are in turmoil, and the European countries
are in turmoil. Both the restoration and development of the troubled countries in
North Africa and the fight against terrorism cannot be solved by a few countries
on their own, so they should be dealt with jointly under the coordination of the
United Nations. Terrorism and extremism are common challenges facing the world
at present and in the longer term, and force alone cannot solve the problem at root.

Conclusion

Once, Europe was synonymous with a safe haven, but in recent years,
insecurity and instability have increased dramatically. The EU’s immigration
policy and the illegal smuggling of refugees have greatly increased the threat factor
from North Africa. As we can see through the previous analysis: the perpetrators are
mostly of North African origin or North African descent; most of the perpetrators
have been trained in North African countries; and North African countries are
important gateways for terrorists to enter Europe. Since Europe and North Africa
are inextricably linked historically, culturally and geographically, North Africa
has become an important factor in European security that cannot be ignored. It is
a long way for European countries to control and solve the North African factor
in the European security problem. It is more important that the European powers
should take up the responsibility to divert from the source and help African
countries to get out of trouble, especially economically, through multinational
cooperation under the framework of globalization. Concerned about North Africa,
also the development of the Third World, in this century humanity needs to think
more about how to help poor and backward countries to a stable and rich future?
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12]J1. H. T'ymunéB ateiHnarsl Eypasust yATTBIK YHHUBEPCHUTETI,
Kazakcran Peciyonmukacsl, Hyp-CynraH K.

Marepwuan 03.06.21 6acnara TycTi.

EYPOITAJIBIK KAYIIICI3IIK MOCEJIEJIEPIHJEI'T
COJITYCTIK A®DPUKA ®AKTOPBI

2000 scoinoan bepi Eyponanvly kenmezen enoepiHoe 30pablK-
30MObLIbIK TIAYKECMIK OKu2anapsl Jcui opwvin aiyoa dxcone Eypona
endepinoeei Oyn nagkecmix okuzanapowviy Conmycmik Agppuxa endepimen
Mmol2bl3 OAUIAHBICMbBLIbIZEL epeKie alay0ayublivlK myaol3aovl. 2015
Jreviioan bepi bockvinoap azvinvl Eypona men Conmycmix Adpuka
apaceiHoazvl wueieHicmi Kyuleiumin, eyponanvik Kayincizoikke yaiKkeH
Kayin menoipoi. Eypona men Conmycmik Agppuxa eeoepadusicei, mapuxu
npoyecmepi Jcone mabduau 0amybvl JHCA2bIHAN YAKbIM HCASbIHAH IPKAULAH
adicvipamac oatinanvicma 6010vl. Kazipei yakpimma eyponaivik enoepoin
Kayincizoix npobiemanapsl o1i 0e bap KHcoHe ezep muicmi wapaiap
Kabwvioanbaca, 0yn npooiemanap 630iciHeH HCOUbLIMANUObl, Minmi
ezcep onemMoe meppopuzmee Kapceol Kypecmiy scaz0ativl Hauapaaimslii
bonca Hemece nHawapraumoln 60Jca, 00an 9P WUENEHICYI MYMKIH.
Jlususioazwl dcazoail oni wewinmeumin. byn maxanaoa men Conmycmik
Agppura gpaxmopuvlnbiy eyponaivlk Kayincizoik moceieiepine YaKeH
Kayin menoipemin cebenmepin mMapux HCOHe UbIHObLK MYpPablCblHAH
cananivl manoay apKblibl MyCIHOIPEeMIH JHCoOHe Ka3ipel Heazoaiovl Keloip
wemiMOepin YColHaAMBIH.

Kinmmi cezdep: Conmycmix A¢puka, eyponanviy Kayincizoix
Mmocenenepi, DOCKbIHOAP a2blmbl, JHcaz20atl, MyCbLIMAHOAD
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Marepuan noctynui B pegakuuto 03.06.21.
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CEBEPOA®PUKAHCKUI ®AKTOP B EBPOIIENCKOI
BE3OIIACHOCTH

C 2000 200a 60 MHO2UX €6PONEUCKUX CIPAHAX HACTNO NPOUCXOOSIM
BCNBIUKY HACUTLCIBEHHBIX MEPPOPUCTIULECKUX UHYUOECHTNO8, U 0CO0YIO
03a00YeHHOCNG BbI3bIGACT MOM (AKN, YMo MU MeppopuUcmuiecKue
UHYUOEHMbL 8 eBPONEUCKUX CIMPAHAX MECHO CEA3AHbl CO CIMPAHAMU
Cegepnoii Appuxu. nomoxu 6esxcenyes ¢ 2015 zo0a obocmpunu
Hanpsiscennocms meducoy Eeponoii u Cesepnoii Agppuxoil, nodsepeas
esponelickyio 6ezonachocme 6orvuwomy pucky. Eepona u Cesepnas
A¢ppuxa ecez0a bvinu Hepa3pbi6HO CEA3AHBL 60 BPEMEHU C MOUKU 3PEHUS.
2eoepaguu, UCMOPUYECKUX NPOYECCO8 U eCMecme8eHHo20 pa36umusl.
B nacmosiyee epems npobaemvr 6e30nacHocmu e8ponetckux cmpan
8ce ewje Cywecmeyiom, u eciu He NPuHAmMb COOMEemcmeyouue Mepbl,
2mu npodIeMbl He UCUe3HYM camu co00t, a MO2ym 0dadice NPoOoJAHCaAMmb
yeyeyonamoscs, ecau cumyayus ¢ 00pbOoll ¢ meppopusmMom 6 mupe
UBMEHUMCSL K XyOuleMy uiu cumyayus 6 JIusuu ocmanemcs Hepaspeuumo.
B oannoti cmamue 51 06vACHIO RPUYUHBL, NO KOMOPLIM CE8EPOAPPUKAHCKULL
Gdaxmop npedcmasnsiem cob0l cepbesHyr yepo3y 0Jii 80NPOCO8
esponeiickoll 6e30nacHoOCmu ¢ MOYKU 3PEHUs UCIOPUU U PealbHOCMU
nocpeoCcmeomM KaueCmeeHHo20 anaiusd, u npeonodlcy OJis HblHeuHel
cumyayuu HeKOmopbule peueHus.

Knwouesvie cnosa: Cesepnas Appuka, npobiemvl e6ponenckol
bezonacrnocmu, NOMOK bedceHyes, CUmyayust, Mycyibmane

Dronomuranvik cepus. Ne 2. 2021



Tepyre 03.06.2021 x. xi06epinai. bacyra 17.06.2021 k. KOJ1 KOHBUIIBI.
OnekTpoHpl Oacna
1,21 Mb RAM
HlapTTe! 6acna Tabars 7,7.
Tapansver 300 nana. barace! kesiciM OolbIHIIIA.
Kommerotepne 6erreren A. K. Temupranunosa
Koppexrop: A. P. Omaposa
Tanceipeic Ne 3853

Cnano B Habop 03.06.2021 r. [Toanucano B meyats 17.06.2021 r.
DJIEeKTPOHHOE H3JIaHNe

1,21 Mb RAM
Ve . i 7,7. Tupax 300 sk3. Llena norosopHas.
Kommnsrotepnas Bepctka A. K. Temupranuzosa
Koppexrtop: A. P. Omaposa
3aka3 Ne 3853

«Toraighyrov University» 6acriacbiHaH OachJIbIIT HIBIFAPbUTFAH
TopaitFeIpoB YHHUBEPCUTETI
140008, [MaBnoxap k., Jlomos k., 64, 137 ka0.

«Toraighyrov University» 6acriacbl
TopaliFbIPOB YHUBEPCUTETI
140008, [MaBnoxap k., Jlomos k., 64, 137 ka0.
8 (7182) 67-36-69
e-mail: kereku@tou.edu.kz
www.vestnik.tou.edu.kz



